f 
T3 


\ 


1 
i 
' 


1 Eoideizes of a Gurren, bg Ha A 
of Cunrd! and Ungod! dy Mens Yes 1 


—_ . 


THO MASIPERN Þ, ts M + 3 
. Rector of lanrwſt in Denbighſhire; | 

2 . 
ur at the Deſire of ſeveral Gen · 


eee 7 2 ATN 75 ER Be wy SEES 1 
Hall; = (Price 64) , gl 


1 a 7 3 6 * "I * 
Y 
- * y . 
* os l 4 K 1 
©» Py LY o l a % 4 : 
- o , a 


Dey: bo 5 DATE 2500 was e 
75 dete 0 wad YAN De * e 
| IO rde COON L0G buy = gn) * 


uy KD 1 


8 
the Author wing diarice-Fromrthe Preh. 


Wa * RN Tigh 18 
pats „ Line 27, for deften'd, dn A 1, 


for Kings, r. Things; p. ibid. l. 36 . 05 why, . 
Teſtify; p. 8. 1. 187 erte, r. ſecure ; p. 1 14“ 19, 
— 9. I. 15. 70 uſefulle me r. 17 * 11. l 12. 

for em don r. ſeem to d 5" pœ.ibi — more dur. 
gemus Ar; V Morel di 20. eee Wo: 
I. 12. for Senator, r. Senate; P. 18. 1, . for Co Na 
p. 19. I. 18. pur a, fer g, p. ibid. 1, ibid. for Preſſure 


r. Profeſ TY 995” p.24. 14 Gr ribs e 


Wy WF hos * 


Oe OOO 
= þ +++ „ G — a 
* 741 | - | 5 | * W * | 
„ 2 NP” * . 0 5 7 * 1 
es 5 esc L446 MY 0 TBA 


et) 15: my 10 G 1 I is 273 1 
8,229 Few Nat 2 93 


* — — —— — — 
* 80 x 
” 11 WW 
- % | 
ts - « & you * 
* N W 28 N 1 * 7 ” # a >. re 


(5 D 9917 N 3 * N L 


* 2 * 
- " - ; : 7 8 


92 06 


16 4 „ W 0 

reer e 

» % _ 
, 

* * 1 

” © - 


i 


,3 
EE DEIE 
To the Honoured 


JOHN MELLER, 
E R 1 4 1 & 


County 0 of DEN BIGH, Eſq; 
$1 R. 


7 1 : Er and-that of 18. 
TS vcral Friends, I have ven- 
. tur'd to publiſh an uncor- 

rect Sermon, that. was not deſign d 


to have gone farther than the 
Pulpit. 
'" A | For 


| The Dedicating.. . 4 


For this Reaſon it wilt e 

55 expected that I ſhould make 
ſome Apology for my preſentPer- 
formance, But I hope it will be 
excus d without any Apology by 
all ſuch Perſons as have the ſame 
Sentiments with my ſelf aboutour 
happy Conſtitution in Church and 
State; who, I dare ſay, will not e- 
ſteem 1t either improper or un- 
ſeaſonable for me, at a time wben 
the Deſtruction of every thing that 
is valuable to us is attempted by a 
moſt wicked and dangerous Con- 
piracy, to make a publick Declara- 
tion of my Zeal and Loyalty to his 
Majeſty King GEORG E, and 
toexpreſs my ſincere Abhorrence of 
thoſe Practices which tend to de- 
| 4 pride 
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prive us of the — of his jt 
and legal Government. / 


As for Perſons, who are * 
wiſe minded, I neither expect their 
Approbation, nor value their Cen- 
ſure. To be cenſur'd by T hem is 
what I always: would chuſe, if I 
might not appear too Vain in chu- 
ſing what has always been the Share 
of the beſt and moſt deſerving of 


— I ab 

Whilſt I have the Advantage © of 
your eminentExample, I ſhall want 
no other Inſtructions to teach me 
to contemn the Malice of the Pub- 
lick Enemies, to be patient under 
their injurious and inhumane 
Treatment, to return Good for 


Evil, Bleſlings for Curſes, and the 
moſt 


The Dedication. 


moſt extenſive Charity for: their 


extream Unchatfitableneſs. 8 


To hope fp Security from the 
Aſſaults of theſe Men, would be 
unreaſonable in Me, when a Per. 

ſon of your Character and Virtues 
is fo remarkably expos'd to them. 
For if Truth and Integrity; if 
Compaſſion and Juſtice ; if an 
eaſy and open, and obliging Beha- 
viour ; if Munificent Acts of pub- 
lick Charity; and Laſtly, if a con- 
ſtant Diſcharge of all the Duties of 
Religion and Morality could have 
_ any Impreſſion on ſuch 
Minds, I ſhould have had no 
room to complain of thoſe Sa- 
vage Returns of Inſolence and Out- 
rage that you have receiv'd from 
them. 


But 


The alan, 


But I am far Sow cornplainaie | 
of theſe Returns, as a Misfortune 
to you. Our Saviour himſelf, who 
ſuffered greater Injuries than ever 
Man ſuffered, has pronounc'd us 
Bleſſed, when Men ſhall revile and 
perſecute us, and ſay all manner 
of Evil of us falſely for Truth and 


Rigthteouſneſs Sake. 


May you therefore, after many 
Years ſpent here on Earth in the 
Service of our moſt Holy Religion, 
and for the Good of Mankind, re- 
ceive that great Reward, which our 
bleſſed Lord reſerves for you in 
Heaven; and may he raiſe up 
many others in your ſtead, equally 
Qualified to do Service and Cre- 
dit to their Country, and by their 
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bright Examples to enlighten this 
—＋ this e unn 1 


1 am with all imaginable Re 
ſpect and Truth 


| Honoured SI K. 


0 moſt Obliged and mf Oh 
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Job V. XII. 


He diſappointeth the Devices of the 
Crafty, ſo that their Hands cannot 
perform their Enterprize. 


\ 

E different Conjectures of 
: LearnedAuthors leave it dif- 
ficult to determine, who the 
Pen-Man of this Book was; 
— tr are we ſufficiently 
inform d of the Place or Age that Fob 
livd in: However, it ma | ws our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, that the Tudicious in all 
Times have receiv'd this Book as the 
pure and uncorrupted Dictate of the-Ho- 
ly Spirit; that whether Moſes, Solomon, 
or Fob himſelf wrote it, yet it delivers to 
us a true and real Hiſtory of a conſide- 
ble Perſon ; and that it is not a mere 
Parable, as hath, by ſome, been unwar- 

rantably ſurmiz d. 
HE RE we have a Rule to walk by 
in all the changeable Circumſtances of this 
8 1 mortal 


m rous State, and are 1 Fi, 

a5 1 Example of Patie 
and Refi * under the greateſt A 
ctibns. 

B U T to draw nearer to the Pains 
which I now intend to treat of : We may 
receive conſiderable Advantage from the 
Converſation of Fob and his Friends; as 
well from the provoking Reproofs of the 
latter, as from the ſolid Replies of the 
former: For both Parties agreed in 
acknowledging the unlimited Power of the 
Creator, and Weakneſs of the Creature; 
the ſupreme Authority of the one, and 
the indiſpenſible Duty 25 Obedience from, 
the other ; the Wiſdom of God, and the 
Vanity of Man. 

BUT here it may probably be re- 
turn'd upon us, that the Kexp fot of 
Fob'sFriends were uncharitable and falſe; 
that they were ingag d in a wrong Cauſe, 
and that the Arguments which were not 
convincing to Fob, can be of no Uſe or 
Advantage to Poſterity. 

IN anſwer to this we own their nil 
guided Zeal carried them beyond the 
ſtricteſt Rules of Truth and Charity; 
and that they wrongly concluded Jobs 
808 to be Proportionable to his Aﬀi- 

<< T—_ 
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ions, They were led into this Miſtake 


by ſtippoling, that Proſperity was the ſure 
Reward of Innocence, and Adverſity the 
Conſequence of Sm : Such was the 
Foundation 'on which they built their 
Diſcourſe, and the Cauſe they under- 
took to Manage. They were however, 
ſo well diſpos d in general, and had ſo 
great a Skil in Argument, that the; 
have left us many valuable Truths, 
which, though not always applicable to 
the C of Fob, are yet of the great- 
eſt Uſe and Inftruction to others. | 

Such are the Words of Eliphas in 
my Text, | | 

HE ſuggeſts, that Job was a de- 
ſigning, Hypocritical, Ambitious Perſon; 
one who would not ferve God for nought, 
but always propos d ſome ſiniſter End to 
his beſt Actions, and conſulted his own 
Advantage, rather than the Seryice and 
Honour of his God, Having entertain- 
ed ſuch mean Thoughts of him, he 
conclued. that Play Afflictions were the 
Means made uſe of to check his Ambi- 
tion, and diſappoint his . Devices. 
This, tho neither ſeaſonably deliver d, 
nor charitably applied, yet teaches us 


this uſeful Doctrine, That the Crafty, 


the Ambitious, and the revengeful A- 
bettors of Miſchief are not always able 
B 2 to 


to compaſs their Deſigns: They meet 
with frequent Croſſes from the In- 
terpoſition of Providence; their dark 
Schemes are laid open, and their dan- 
gerous Counſels are confounded. The 
Innocent are protected from Violence, 
whilſt the Deceitful are caught in thoſe 
Snares they lay'd for others. He who 
ſees through their beſt lay d Deſigns, 
contemns their Weakneſs, and hath them 
in Deriſion; he obliges them to ac- 
knowledge, that the Wiſdom of this 
World is Fooliſhneſs with God; that 
He careth for his own, and will keep 
them as the Apple of his ye. The 
Righteous may be Entangled, and Fear 
may be on every fide; yet are we not 
without Encouragement patiently to a- 
bide theſe Storms, and meekly 70 ex- 
pert the End of theſe Men. For the 
Good ſhall not be utterly forſaken, but 
the Hope of the Hypocrite ſball periſh. 


IN farthcr Diſcourſing on my Text, 
I ſhall uſe the following Method: 


Firſt, I will ſhew, in general, the Ad- 
vantage Which ariſes to Mankind 
from the Influence of an  over-ru- 
ling Providence. 


Secondly 


065) 


| $:condly, I will Ke VE the "all 
_ ©. Endeavours of Crafty Men, i in or- 
der to oppoſe the, gracious . De- 
ſigns of God. 8 - 


Thirdly, 1 will obſerve ſomewhat mars 
particularly concerning the 825 
duct of Providence with ref; 
them ; and ſhew how G on 
interpoſes to fruſtrate ſuch Endea- 


vours. 


After which, I will 
Laftly, draw ſome Inferences from the 
whole. 


I am, firſt * to ſhew the general 
Advantage which ariſes to Mankind 
from the Influence of an over-ruling 
Providence. 

Providence is deſign d to be the Act 
of God, whereby 4 ſuſtains and go- 
yerns all his Creatures. A greeable to 
this is that Paſſage of Jeremiah, in 
which it is affirm' 5 That the Lord is 
f God both at hand and afar off; and 
| that He filleth both Heaven and Earth : 
And the Apoſtle more diſtinctly adds, 
that throu * or by, Him all things are. 
Here we find God's Providence always 
at Hand, and are aſſured, that the 
| World 


(560 


under the Care and | 
that this Being is endow'd with inf. 


nite Power, Wiſdom and Goodnefs, What 


Happineſs may we. not propoſe to our 
Telyes 2 If he firſt produced us, - we 
cannot doubt his Power to preſerve 
us; and if nothing but Goodneſs could 
move him to undertake the Work of our 
Creation, we may fairly conclude, that 
he will not deſtroy the Works of his 
own Hands, nor ſuffer his own Image 
to be defac d. He, who firſt call'd us 
into Being, will doubtleſs be our Sup- 
port, if we do not by our Perverſeneſs 
unqualify ourſelves for Favour. _ 
IT is foreign to my Subject, an 
beyond my Power diſtinctly to ſpeak of 
all the ſeveral Advantages, which ariſe 
from the ſuperintendency of Providence. 
It ſhall ſuffice at preſent to obſerve, 
that the Order, Frame and Beauty of 
the World; that the ſeveral Influences of 
the Heavenly Bodies ; that the Vegetative 
and Senſitive Parts of the Creation (all 
which are govern'd by an higher Power) 
contribute to the Pleaſure and Advan- 
tage of Man, Well then might the A- 
poſtle (As 14. 17) juſtify, that the Pro- 
vidence of God did Good unto ur; gave 


World, and , the Kings therein, as 
Being, If then we are fatisfied 


NE (7) A 

us Ruin from Heaven, and. fruitful: Sear 
ſons, filling. our Hearts with Food and 
Gn DD 
NOR are we obliged to Providence, 
barely for the Comforts and Advantagesi 
of Life, ſinge tis to This we owe the very 
Preſervation of it. We need look no far- 
ther than ourſelves to be convine d of 
this; let us but conſider the nice and de- 
licate Frame of an human Body, and we 
ſhall eaſily be perſwaded, that no leſs 
Wiſdom than what firſt made it, is fuffi- 
cient to preſerve it. The many Dangers: 
and Inconveniencies our Bodies are ex- 
pos d to from outwardAccidents which we 
have neither Sagacity enough to foreſee, 
nor Power to pevent, are an Argument 
that we cannot ſubſiſt without the Pro- 
tection of God, who preſerceth our going 
out aud our coming in. And if we conſider 
Man as a ſociable Creature, and tranſact- 
ing the Affairs of this World, we ſind his 
Nature ſo deprav'd, that he needs the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Providence to prevent both his 
doing and his receiving Injuries. Tho, 
as Tully obſerves, Man of all Creatures is 
capable of doing the greateſt Good ; tho 
the light of Nature be not extinguiſh'd ; 
tho Revelation ſtill adds to it, and pre- 
ſeribes that we ſhould do to others, as we 
would they ſhould do to us, yet are Men 

"+24 | generally 
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eq -Þ 8) | | N. * 2 a 
_ generally prone to Evil. Paſſion and R? 
yenge are ſo agreeable to our corrupted 


Natures, thatPeace and Order would ſoot | 
be ſwallow'd up, and Life and Property * 


become the Prey of Villains, were we not 
under the Influence of an higher Power. 
Such are the Devices of Men's Hearts, 
that human Obſervation cannot always 
reach their Deſigns, or temporal Puniſh-' 
ments attend their Actions. Here muſt we 
commit the Innocent and the Upright to 
the Secret Protection of him, who alone 
knoweth the Heart of Man; who can 
awaken the Affection of an Eſau, and 
blaſt the Deſigns of a Pharaoh. 

WE are not indeed ſo to depend onPro- 
vidence, as to negle& the Means whereby 
we may ſerve our ſelves. We are requird 
by our Saviour himſelf, amidſt the Diff. 
culties, Prejudices, Snares and Temptati- 
ons, to uſe as well the Wiſdom of the Ser- 
pent, as the Innocence of the Dove: We 
muſt be prudent without Craft, and vigi- 
lant without Malice. And this Behaviour 
will appear to be the more neceſlary, 
when we conſider , 


» 


| Secondly, The reſtleſr Endeavours, of 
Crafty Men in order to oppoſe our 
Happineſs. n 


pent, 


3 
REA SON is the diſtinguiſhing Chara-: 
cter of Man, and that which ſets him above 
the inferior Part of the Creation: This there- 
fore ought to be the Rule of his Thoughts 
and Actions; and accordingly, if it were pure 
and uncorrupted; if enlightened by Grace, 
and awakened by Conſcience, it would prove 
his ſafeſt Guide: It would then employ him 
about the chief end of his Creation, ce. the 
Glory of God and the Salvation of his Soul: 
It would teach him to fear and obey God; 
to purſue his own trueſt Intereſts ; to be wiſe 
for this World, and what is infinitely more, 
to be. wiſe for Eternity. | nag 

BUT the beſt and moſt uſefuleſt things, 
when miſemploy'd, prove the moſt pernici- 
ous; and thus Reaſon itſelf may be abus'd to 
the worſt Purpoſes. The nobleſt Faculties of 
the Soul; the cleareſt Underſtanding, and 
the brighteſt Parts may ſerve to make us bur 
more -accompliſh'd in Wickedneſs. When 
that which ſhould lead us is itſelf miſled by - 
falſe Lights; and that which was given to 
controul our Paſſions is enſlaved to them. z 
What can be expected to follow but groſs 
Errors and Sin ? In this Caſe our very Guide 
ſeduces us, and our Glory becomes our 
Shame. That Underitanding, which is ca- 
pable of teaching us better, will, if pervert- 
ed, degenerate into Craft; and thoſe Abili 
ties, which might * conducted Men yy , 
191.7 t 


(r) | 
the higheſt | pitch of Virtue, will by a wrong 


turn, . them to en the mes 1 
nous Crimes. 5 
IT IHUS He who might have bonn anuſeful 
Inſtrument of Providence in promoting the 
common Good, by the wicked ions 
of his Heart, approves himſelf the Miniſter 
of Satan; and thoſe Endowments, which 
ought to have been conſecrated to a Reli- 
gious Uſe, are employ'd to ſcatter Fire- 
brands, Arrows and Death. © 

THE Evillnfluence of Reaſon abuſed, will 
appear by conſidering - what Opportunities 
it gives a Man of being Miſchievous, and 
how much it enables him to make'the moſt 
of a favourable Juncture. The Innocent 
and Well-difpoſed are very often the leaſt 
ſuſpeRing ; willing to hope well of ey ny 
one, becauſe they themſelves intend no 
Such a Temper lays them open to ill Im- 
preſſions ; eſpecially if the Perſon whoſe 
Deſign it is to Praiſe on them, puts on an 
Air of Religion and publick Spirit ; if he 
pretends a more than ordinary Zeal for the 
Intereſts of his Country, and the Security of 


the Church. This Appearance of a good 


Intention recommends him to the Favourof 

the Multitude ; he is heard with Pleaſure; 
his Poiſonous Inſinuations fink deep,” and 
ſpread far; the deluded People are infenfi- 
bly Jed from their * innocent Deſigns; 


they 


3 (1; Bk 
they almoſt adore the Author of their Ru- 
in; nor can they believe their own Eyes 
when the Villany of their Deceiver is plain- 
ly laid before them. But the reſtleſs 
Endeavours of Crafty, Men will more parti- 
cularly appear if we reflect a little upon 
their pernicious Influence, both in a private 
and publick Station: Enliſting themſelves + 
into the Service of Satan, they ſoon be- 
come inſtructed in Hs Depths and Decices ; 
they over-reach and deceive at the ſame 
time they ſeem do us Good; and (as the Her- 
pent beguiled our firſt Parents) they officiouſly 
adviſe, nay, and argue us into Ruin, under 
the ſpecious Pretence of promoting our 
Knowledge and real Happineſs. Their ſan- 
_ ified Looks and artful Inſinuations quick- 
ly gain them- Credit and Reputation in the 
World, 'and under the colour of ſuperior - 
Wiſdom and Experience in Buſineſe, they 
often direct the* Councels, and divide th: 
Property of their - deluded Neighbours. 
Orphans and Innocents are confidently 
committed to their Care, and the Fences of 
the Law are not ſufficient to reſtrain them 
from preying upon the Widows and Father- 
leſs. — And if we conſider theſe Dec ivers 
in a publick View, we ſhall find their Deſigns 
{till more dangerous. How ready are they 
to ſacrifiſe the Publick Good to their own 
Mercenary Ends, to unhinge the beſt Con- 
O2 © fiiration 
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ſtitution, out of a Spirit of Ambition? RAA 
rice or Revenge? They diſſike the Mn 
try, becauſe they arendt at the Helm and 
vilify the beft of Kings, becauſe he ſinds it 
inconſiſtent with the common Good to eloſe 
with their cruel and ambitious Purpoſes. 

They make uſe of Lies and Libels, pretend 
ed Grievances, and imaginary Apptehenſ- 
ons to ingratiate themſelves with the un- 
thinking People; and the more effectually 
to diſcredit the prudent Adminiſtration of 
their preſent Governors, they enter in- 
to ſecret Cabals and horrid Confpiracies, 
vainly endeavouring (in the Words of the 
Prophet) 20 ſeek deep and to hide their 
Council from the Lord; for ſay they;'who 

' feeth us, who knoweth us? And indeed 
who can ſee through the Smiles of a Dif- 
ſembler, who leſs than Omniſcience" itſelf, 
can penetrate into the Deſigns of an Hy- 
pocrite ? "Tis a nice as well as uſeful Piece 
of Policy (eſpecially to this our Nation) 
rightly to diſtinguiſh between ſincere 
Friends and artful Enemies, between: thoſe 
that ſubmit to the Government for Mruub, 
and thoſe that comply with it! for 
Conſcience Sake. If we had but the Since- 
rity even of the ancient Heathens, twould 
be no ſuch difficult Matter to judge who 
+ are well affected to the King. But our 
- modernCaſuiſts have, it ſeems, found Means 
wh | | to 
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to diſtinguiſh away the Obligation of Oaths, 
and p — N old Rome would have 
bl and abhor d) that they are 
only Cones Engagements, and may be 
ſafely taken with Equivocation and mental 
Reſerve. The Romans, as was hinted before 
(and much more the undeſign gning Chriſtians 
always underſtood and obſervd Oaths in 
the Senſe of the Impoſers, and the Soldi- 
er that eſcap d beet Hanibal by eludi 

his Oath, was juſtly obliged by the Roman 
Senator, to return tothe mon 4 with Con- 
ars and Reproach. een 


WERE Ile of this Age anc Nation: 
whoſe, Duty and Intereſt is the ſame, 
-pintly-united; in the ſame Endeavours:; 
were we only to engage with an open and 
common Enemy, twould be next to impoſ- 
ſible for him long to diſturb our Quiet; 
but whilſt we are at Variance amongſt 
our ſelves, in Perils of our Countrymen and 
Falſe- Bret hren, whilſt it is not an open E- 
nemy that can do us this Distindneſo, but 
our Guides and our cwn familiar Friends, 
whilſt, I ſay, this is our unhappy Caſe, tis 
impoſlible any thing leſs ſhould laue is 
from Ruin, than the ſpecial: Providence of 
God, and the ſtricteſt Vigilancy of our: Su- 
periors. Tis leſs melunchelllyt: than | 
eee abſery re how many 2 
and 
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our inteſtine. Diviſians, and How: ſucceſshul 
the Popiſh Party have ever been in.involy- 


ing us in theſe: Diſputes; tho we knew 


at the ſame time they intended. nothing 


leſs hereby, than to reduce us again to 


(worſe than Egyptian Bondage. Indeed if 
we conſider the Maxims and Intereſt of the 
-Church of Rome, we cannot much wan- 


der at the Conduct of her genuine Sons; - 


but tis Monſtrous that Perſons of our 
Communion ſhould ſo Zealouſly engage in 
the Intereſt of a Profeſs d Papiſt, and en- 


deavour to reduce us to the Roman Yoke: 


Who would ever imagin that Men fo 
ſeemingly Zealous for our Sion, ſo well 
acquainted with the Nature, and ſo cloſe- 
ly tied down by the repeated Obligation 
of Oaths, ſhould ſo ſoon cry aloud with 
the ſeditious Citizens, We will, not pave this 
Man to reign over us. Who could ima- 
gine Men would be ſo regardleſs of their 
own Welfare, as to importune God for a 
new and abſolute King, like the reſtleſs 
and unthankful Fews ? Doubtleſs they 
would like Them: (if God for our . Sins 
ſhould anſwer their Requeſt ) ſoon gro 
weary. of their deſired Change, and in 
the midſt of Flames either renounce their 


Religion, or at leaſt repent too. late f 


«heir fooliſh and unhappy Choice, In the 


mean 


* 
* r,, n 8 


en tiod 


ſigns, they are however conſtan 
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0 (bleſſed be God) they have 
net hee EL 


ing the rublick Quier. They per hue 
Tad pig yore any 
Prince; Gy his repeated Inſtances of Cle 
mency and Forgiveneſs, ſerve only to encoms 
rage them in their Sedition and Diſobedi- 
ence. Their Imaginations and Devices 
have been many, deceitful, and malignant, 
and we ſhould be exceedingly ſhoeck'd and 
diſheartened by their hotrid Plots and Con- 
ſpiracies, could we not Comfort our ſelves 


with the Words of Solomon, T he Council ef 


the Lord rhat hall Hand. 


Which leads me | 

Thirdly, Fo obſerve ſomewhat more 
particularly concerning the Conduct of 
Providence, with Reſpect to theſe 

Men, and ſhew how. God often inter-- . 
poſes to woods and nen their hp 

deavours. 


TRUE it is, that Providence docs ok Wy 
ways prevent, or put a Stop to the wicked 


, Contrivances' 'of theſe Deceivers; the Dif 6 


guiſes -of an Hypoerite have long paſod 
unobſerved, and the moſt indirect Means 
have bern fometimes known. to advatice - 
their Authors o Honours and ä | 
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The Crafty and Deveitful/ Riwechen + 
ed the Innocent and Well-diſpos d, and We 
have too many Inſtances in Hiſtory Where 
Perjuryand Treaſon, 'T bn I pong. and Ufurpa tion 
have had their ſu | Viciſſudes. The 
moſt Injurious Attempts have been acc 
a pliſh' d with Impunity, and Providence has 
__ Always let looſe his Wrath where it 
ſeem'd to be. moſt'deſery'd. This it muſt 
be.own'd has now and then been the Caſe; - 
and is probably intended as a Tryal of 
our Patience and Love, and to prevent us 
from arguing againſt the Neceflity of a fu- 
ture State. But we ſhall find Reaſon e- 
nough to acknowledge and adore the gria 
cious Interpoſition of God, if we do but 
conſider how many impious and artful 
Schemes are daily contriv d againſt us, and 
how few of them have been attended with 
Succeſs, in Compariſon of thoſe that have 
been Wonderfully and Providentially dif- 
covered, Without the particular Interpo- 
ſition of Heaven we cou'd not long call a- 
ny thing our own; Stealth and Rapine, 
Violence and Murder, woud prevail bend 
Reſtraint, and inſtead of the uninterrupted 
Enjoyment of Property. and 3 __ 
World would Aa with Cl Us 
order and every evil Work. wal 25 
Lord did ariſe to protect his People, Craft 


would Triumph over Innocence, and the 
meek 


1 


r 


jock; butzbis Enn hg be espend 20 in 


videnee that diſpoſes us to unite in Society, 


and ſubject our ſelyes to Government for 


our better Security and Defence; tis This 
which imprints on our Minds ſueh an awful 
Reverenee and Eſteem for the Conſtitution 
of our Country, and aſſiſts the Legiſlatrure 
in compoſing ſuch Laws as are exactly 
conformable to the word of God, and are 
admirably well contriv'd to ſcreen us from 
Violence, and to encourage us to promote 
our mutual Happineſs. They are manifeſt- 
ly ordained for ib Puniſhment of Boil doers, 
and for the Praiſe and Security of them 
that do well, They point out t6 the Sub- 
ject the Limits of his Liberty and Obedi- 
ence, and inſtruct the Prince in the Extent” 
of his Authority and the Rule of his Go- 
vernment. But the goodneſs of our Laws 
is not the only happy Effect of an inter- 
poſing Providence ; he has been farther 
gracioufly pleaſed to preferve them to us 
againſt many and deſperate Attempts, and 
by the late happy Seitloment to put the Ad- 


miniſtration into ſuch Hands as may enable 


us to tranſmit em to our lateſt Poſterity. 
Theſe are ſome of the many Advantages 
we of theſe Nations have reaped from the 
Divine Goodneſs, to which if we add the 
late wonderful and timely Diſcovery of a 
| D- 7 dreadful 
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dreadful and deep- laid Conſpiraey, we ſhall 
be fully convinc d of God's particular and 
extraordinary Aſſiſtance. His Wiſdom — | 
been ſufficient to foreſee, his Power to | 
vent; and his Goodneſs to preſerve us 
theſe Devices. Surely ſuch repeated and ſig- 
nal Diſappointments as theſe will. at length 
convince our Enemies of the Baſeneſs of 
their Couſe, and of their own Weakneſs; 
that they are not fighting againſt Men, but 
God, 10 whom Darkneſs and Light are 
both alike; and that therefore it's impoſ- 
ſible for them to flee from his Preſence. 
The Inſtruments of Death may be in their 
Hands, and their Feet may be ſwift to ſhed 
Blood, but behold God ſhall ſhoot at them 
unawares, and they ſhall deſervedly fall 
into the Deſtruction they prepared for o- 
thers. But ſhould they for a time eſcape 
Vengeance, ſhould they be permitted to 
inſult the Government, and make a-Jeſt of 
the Proteſtant Cauſe, and their moſt olemn 
Obligation, yet there'snoentireEffacing of zhe 
Hand-WWriting on the Wall, it muſt at Jena 
be a Scourge and a Terror to their awak- 
ened Conſciences ———. An Abſolon 


may win the Hearts of a fickle unſettled 

People, [nevertheleſs David ſhall prevail. 
An - Adonijah may be. ſet up by Joa the 
General, and council'd by Abiather. the High 
Sg yorGGod! is pleaſed to appoint Solomon 


8 to 


n 
to be King. We want not Inſtances in our 
own” Annals of God's wonderful Protection 
of good Men from the miſchievous Deſigns 
of the wicked. The moſt prevailing Re- 
bels the Nation ever produced, unexpectedly 
laid down their Arms, when they ſeem'd 
to be in the very heigth of Triumph; 
and when the King and his Friends were 
almoſt deſtitute of human Aid, his powerful 
Focs, by an amazing Turn of Providence, 
voluntarily embrace d their Duty, and 
chearfully own'd their Allegiance. 

A powerful Advocate for Popery be- 
came an happy Inſtrument of the Reforma- 
tion, and the many barbarous and bloody 
Perſecutions of Proteſtants in Queen Ma- 
ry's Days, added Strength and Credit ts 
our Holy Profeſſions in after Ages, 
IHE Confuſion and Tyrany introduced 
by the Grand Rebellion, gave our Nation 
a juſt Eſteem for a legal Government; 
and the Popiſh Fury and infatuated” At- 
tempts of a late Prince, made us haſten on 
the glorious Revolution and happy Settle- 
ment of the Crown in the next Proteſtant 
Branch of the Royal Family. A Settle- 
ment! the moſt Wiſe, Juſt and Neceſſary 
in itſelf; and in its Conſequences is the 
moſt happy to us and our Poſterity! A Set- 
tlement intended, no doubt, by Providence 
to prevent our ſpliting again upon the old 

O2 Rocks 


— 


WE 


Rocks of Rome, and effeænally to giti 


us hereafter from their deſperate. and re- 
vengeful Enterpriſes. Many and formida- 
ble have been their Attacks upon this Rock 
of our Defence, but neitheir their open 
Rebellions nor ſecret: Conſpiracies, nor e- 
ven the Gates of Hell have been” pet able 
to prevail aganift it. So Marvelous are Gods 
Doings towards us and our Nation! Let 

us then 1 reſign our ſelves to Hug 
who is our Help and our Shield, who 
breaketh- the Bow and knappeth the Spear 
in (under ; who hath delivered us, and we 


triſſt will yet deliver us. 


I come now in the ꝗth and laſt Place, to 
draw an Inference or two from the Whole. 


Fir then, The Conſideration of God's 
general and ſpecial Providence ſhould make 
us conſtantly to apply to him by Prayer, 
confidently rely upon his Protection, and 
chearfully ſubmit ourſelves to his allwiſe 
Diſpenſations: For whoſe Aſſiſtanee ſhould 
we more earneſtly implore than Hie in 
com we live, move, and have our Being? 
On whoſe Defence may we more ſecu 

depend than on His who is infinito'in Wil 
dom to foreſee, and in Power and Goodnefs 
to defzat the moſt ſecret and formidable 
Enterprizes? Truſt not in Princes (tay: 


2 "4 
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the Pſalmiſt) ner in any Child of Mas, for 


there is no Help in them, but put thy | Traff 
in the Lord. Since we have bern ſo often 
protected from private Oppreſſion and pub- 
lick Violence, from the ſecret Deſignus and 
open Attempts, of | our implacable Ene- 
mies; fince our Excellent Church and Cen- 
ſtitution have been fo wonderfully preſerv'd 
from Popery and Arbitrary Power, What 
Reaſon have we to. doubt of the ſame con- 
tinued Providence: in ſupport of the ſame 
glorious Cauſe, or tobe diſcouraged at the 
—_ 7 tion we you — rr acer 

iritual Wickedneſs in high Places Some- 
— indeed God may for a while ſuffer the 


wicked to prevail, and the Righteous to 


endure Reproach, but we may reſt aſſured 
he will at length moſt juſtly interpoſe, and 
conclude with the Prophet, —— That 
the Righteouſneſs 'of the Righteous will be 
upon him, and the Wickednefs of the Wick 
el ſhall be upon him. ft d. 50 


BUT Secondhy, The Conſideration of the 
reſtleſs Endeavours of Crafty Men, in order 


to oppoſe God's gracious Deſigns, ſhould 
teach us to be continually upon our Guard. 
We muſt not rely upon Providence in fuch 
a Senſe as is inconſiſtent with the uſe of 
human Means, or expect a divine and mira- 
culous Interpoſition without uſing our own 
1201 | | active 
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active and honeſt Endeavours. We dien 
rected to pray and hope for oun "daily - 
Bread, and yet we muſt not be ſo ſanguine 
as to expect the Earth will feed us with 
out our own Induſtry, or that God will - 
ſend us Manna from Heaven in Comphy⸗ 
ance with our wanton and unreaſonable 
Deſires. It would be 1 and un. 
grateful 20 put our whole Truſt in'Charints 
und Horſes when an Invaſion is made on 
our Religion and Laws; and it would be 
ee e and down-right Madneſs to 
hope for Succeſs without putting our ſelves 
-in-a proper Poſture of Defence. We muſt 
be active in our on Perſons as well as im- 
portunate with God, that our Enemies may 
not Triumph over us; and if there is but 
Vigilancy, Courage and Unanimity on our 
Part, we need not fear but God will ap- 
prove and proſper our Undertakings. We 
muſt endeavour to detect the Artifices, and 
confute the ſpecious Arguments of our 
poſers; and if we ſhould prove Unſucce 
ful or Unſatisfactory to them in this Re- 
ſpect, we muſt appeal to the only ſearcher 
of Hearts, and by his Aſſiſtance conſult how 
to ſecure our ſelves and our Cauſe from 
their bigotted Fury and baſe Impreſſions. 
Whenever they reproach us with the bur- 
then of our Taxes, and the decay of pub- 
lick Credit, we ſhould: immediately re- 
2175 | | | tory 
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tort the pete upon ＋. 1 PID 
theſe: Inconveniencies to be certainly owing 
to their frequent Plots, and ſeditious Practi- 
ces. When they would render us ſuſpect- 
ed by the People of Hereſy or Schiſm and 
Diſaffection to the Church, tis no difficult 


Matter for us to recriminate; and provs 


Them in an Ecelefiaſtical as well: as Civil 
| Senſe, our moſt fatal and irreconcilable Ad- 
verſaries. In ſhort, the more common and 
terrible the Deceits 'of wicked Men are, the 
more it becomes us to be prepar d; and af- _ 
ter we have mow * o. the "utmoſt Vigour 

and Con e ſhall ſtill find 
ſufficient Real n tees the Iſſue of our 
Aﬀairs to God. 


Lafth, 2 to Conclude : Let 1. Conſi- 
deration of the many Dangers we are daily 
expos d to, and the many ſignal Interpoſitions 
ol Providence in our Defence, excite us to 
laud and adore hisHoly Name, and rightly to 
uſe and eſteem theſe extraordinary Favours 
and Deliveraüces. Let the Wicked ceaſe 
to do Evil when they conſider it will re- 
turn upon their ven Heads, and lot thoſe 
who have happily efcaped Deſtruction, give 
God the Glory, and not unthankfully ar- 
rogate it to themſelves. Let the diſap- 
pointed Zealots ceaſe from Contention, and 
become their Country's Friends; and let _ 


2 ( „ "l 

alt Msreaſter with one Hears und W 
Mind; purſue thoſe Meaſures wine 
cler God) we have Uitherto been I, 
bog <p preſerv W. N 
SO ſhall we become peaceable and þ | 

7 our ſelves: So ſhall our CH 
* become'the- true Hrael bf. God, and et 
Nation the Honour and Su port. 0 
Reformed World. Which GOD. ef ih | 
Mercy grant, n UW our "Lok, 


Amen. * 28 > ; hs 4 * 
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